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REMARKS 

1. In the above-captloned Office Action, the Examiner objected to claim 1 because 
of Informalities. Claims 11, 15, and 23-25 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) 
In view of Buttner (U.S. Patent No. 2,142,175). Claims 1-4 and 9-11 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) In view of Blache et al. (U.S. Patent No. 2,193,684). 
Claims 12 and 13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) given Buttner In view of 
Chatterton (U.S. Patent No. 2,534,573). Claims 1-4 and 8-10 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. §103(a) given Buttner In view of Perry (U.S. Patent No. 4,502,423). 
Claims 5 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) given Buttner in view of 
Perry, and further in view of Chatterton. Claims 7 and 21 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) given Buttner In view of Perry, and further In view of Kaufman (U.S. 
Patent No. 4,231,623). These rejections are traversed and reconsideration is 
hereby respectfully requested. 



2. Claim 1 was objected to because It has two periods. Claim 1 Is amended above 
to replace one of the periods with a semi-colon. 

3. Claims 11, 15 and 23-25 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) in view of 
Buttner. 

Buttner describes and shows a check valve 26 that at times prevents the flow of oil 
between his bearing 17 and 18 and the passage 11 from the bearing to the groove 
10 around the pin 6. Presuming for the sake of argument that Buttner's grooves 23 
and 19/20 correspond to the first groove, Buttner's tubular housing 25 corresponds 
to the first passage, Buttner's bore 9 corresponds to the piston pin opening, and 
Buttner's passage 11 corresponds to the second passage, then Buttner's piston pin 
opening is not disposed between the first passage and the second passage. Thus, 
Buttner fails to teach or suggest wherein the piston pin opening is disposed 
between the first passage and the second passage, as set forth in Independent 
claim 11 as amended. Hence, the applicant respectfully submits that claim 11 may 
be passed to allowance. 

Furthermore, claims 15 and 23-25 are dependent upon an Independent claim that Is 
shown to be allowable. Thus, the dependent claims are themselves allowable. 
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4. Claims 1-4 and 9-11 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) in view of Blache. 

Blache shows in his FIG. 2 two grooves In the bearing surfaces of the connecting 
rod, which are separated circumferentlally and do not extend along the entire 
circumference of the bearing surface. Fluid communication between the grooves 
and the first passage In Blache would be Interrupted during a time when the radial 
hole 36 would be, for example, at a vertical position. Biache's separated grooves 
do not extend along the entire circumference of the bearing surface, and thus 
Blache fells to teach or suggest a first groove disposed along an entire 
circumference of a bearing surface of the connecting rod, as set forth In 
independent claim 1. Hence, the applicant respectfully submits that claim J may be 
passed to allowance. 

Furthermore, claims 2-4, 9, and 10 are dependent upon an Independent claim that 
Is shown to be allowable. Thus, the dependent claims are themselves allowable. 



5. Claims 12 and 13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) given Buttner in view of 
Chatterton. Claims 1-4 and 8-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) given 
Buttner in view of Perry. Claims 5 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
given Buttner In view of Perry, and further In view of Chatterton. Claims 7 and 21 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) given Buttner in view of Perry, and further 
in view of Kaufman. 

Buttner does not disclose a first groove 19, 20 \n constant fluid communication with 
the first passage and the second groove 10 in constant fluid communication with 
the first passage 11 and the second passage 12, because the check valve 26 Is 
located between the first passage 11 and the first groove 19, 20. Even If Perry's 
provision of a first groove 34 In constant fluid communication with the first passage 
44 could be combined with the teachings of Buttner, the resulting device could not 
be said to be the first groove In constant fluid communication with the first 
passage, as stated In claim 1, because Buttner would still have a check valve 
preventing constant fluid communication between Perry's first groove and Buttner's 
first passage. 

In considering the Buttner and Perry references as a whole, the Invention as 
claimed Is not taught explicitly or Impliedly In any combination. Furthermore, the 
proposed modification renders the prior art invention being modified unsatisfactory 
for Its intended purpose, because the use of Buttner's check valve would prohibit 
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the first groove from being in constant fluid communication with the first passage, 
as stated in claim 1. 

Applicant, therefore, submits that claim 1 Is allowable and unobvlous in view of 
Buttner and/or Perry, and respectfully requests that it may be passed to allowance. 

Furthermore, claims 2-10, 12, 13, and 21, are dependent upon an Independent 
claim that is shown to be allowable. For all these reasons, the dependent claims 
are themselves allowable. 



6. The Examiner is Invited to contact the undersigned by telephone or facsimile if 
the Examiner believes that such a communication may advance the prosecution of 
the present application. Notice of allowance of claims 1-15, and 21-25 is hereby 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: June 9, 2005 By: dim* $ AtA&wi 



Susan L Lukasik 

Registration No. 35,261 

Attorney for Applicant 

International Engine Intellectual Property 

Company, LLC 
Voice: (630)753-2172 
Fax: (630) 753-3982 
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